Therapeutic Guidelines: Analgesic is a paperback pocket book. It contains a remarkable wealth of information, spanning the breadth of analgesia use. The contributing authors bring knowledge from a wide background, including specialist medicine, physiotherapy, nursing and pharmacy. The whole book has undergone review and revision from the previous edition in 1997, with additional chapters on pain in children, special considerations in the elderly, the pain clinic, and special problems with opioid use. Extensive revision has been made on chapters on chronic and persistent pain, and musculoskeletal pain.
The wide range of topics make this a book I would be pleased to own, fulfilling its role as a therapeutic guideline well although its detail is greater than I would have expected in a guideline. Reference to specific information is easily accessible from the chapter headings or the index.
For special details relevant to anaesthesia such as obstetric pain and alfentanyl, the information is inadequate, but this is not a criticism in a book intended to be a guideline for the use of analgesics.
As in many multi-authored books the chapters vary in usefulness and ease of reading, but it represents good value at $33 as a general resource, and is recommended both for departmental and personal libraries.
M. GRAY Lismore Base Hospital, Lismore, N.S.W. This is the eighth publication of the Critical Care Focus series. It concisely presents seven transfusion medicine topics of relevance to critical care. The chapters are mostly produced from the transcripts of lectures presented to European Intensive Care meetings. Areas covered include transfusion requirements in critical care, blood product leukodepletion, haemostatic failure, activated protein C, transfusionrelated acute lung injury (TRALI) and colloids in the critically ill. Some of the chapters (for example transfusion requirements in critical care that focuses predominantly on the Canadian Clinical Trials Group TRICC study) will provide very little additional knowledge to most practising intensivists. Other chapters, in particular those on TRALI, bioactive substances in blood transfusion, and the radical reactions of haem proteins provide short yet comprehensive reviews of areas not often addressed in the critical care literature. The chapters are all up-to-date and well referenced. At less than $50 this book is potentially of interest to all intensivists and trainees but especially those with an interest in transfusion medicine as it relates to critical care.
Critical
C Written for medical practitioners of all disciplines, this multi-authored soft-cover guide to pain management (acute and chronic) provides an overall framework for the study of this fascinating subject. Each chapter is self-contained and written by a practitioner in the area of interest. It is reasonably priced. The American authors come from a variety of disciplines and include directors, clinical and research fellows and residents alike. This revised second edition reflects the advances in pain medicine over the past few years. The management of paediatric, geriatric and AIDS pain has been added. Possible legal aspects facing pain clinicians are dissected. Other features added to this edition include those on electromyography, interstitial cystitis and urological pain, central pain, new secondary analgesics, new injection therapies, implantable devices and drug addiction. The new standards of practice promulgated by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) and the importance of pain as the fifth vital sign are debated.
The manual is structured, with descriptions of the most common pain syndromes classified anatomically and by syndrome type. The first section concentrates on basic physiological pain concepts and on some of the possible testing required for assessment and diagnosis. It consists of a short history of pain relief, a basic glimpse of the pathophysiology of pain, and the neurological and psychological evaluation of patients 820 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 30, No. 6, December 2002 
